CHAPTER II
INTERNAL SOVEREIGNTY AND TUB STATUTE OP
WESTMINSTER
Chapter THE Statute is not a revolutionary measure. It repro-
IL sents tlie outcome of a long process of development
under which the Dominions had achieved almost full
autonomy as regards internal affairs, and its import-
ance lies mainly in the fact that it establishes as law
what had before rested on convention. The system of
responsible government in the colonies rested essenti-
ally on a division in exercise of the authority of the
Crown, The executive, legislative, and judicial functions
of the Crown were exercised in part on the advice and
authority of colonial ministries, legislatures, and judges,
in part on the authority of the Imperial Government,
the Imperial Parliament, and the Judicial Committee
of the Privy Council The whole system of the evolu-
tion of responsible government lay in the transfer of
effective authority from the latter to the former
instrumentalities. The vital step in the creation of
responsible government was the decision of the British
Government to transfer executive authority from, the
Governor, chosen by it and irresponsible to the colonial
legislature, to ministers, who should on the British
system represent the will of the majority of the lower
house of the legislature, As a logical consequence, the
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